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For: BEAK TREATMENT WITH TONGUE PROTECTION 

Amendments to the Claims 
This listing of claiiris replaces all prior versions, and listhigs, of claims in the above- 
identified application: 

1 . (Previously Presented) A method of treating the lower beak of a bird, the method 
comprising: 

positioning a bird head in a bird head positioning device, wherein the bird head 
positioning device comprises first and second major sides, and a beak receiving apeiture formed 
through the first and second major sides of the bird head positioning device, wherein at least a 
portion of the lower beak of tlie bird head protrudes through the beak receiving aperture and is 
exposed proximate the seccjnd major side of the bird head positioning device; 

pressing inward on ;Jie throat of the bird proximate the base of the lower beak using a 
tongue control protrusion protruding from a suiface defining the beak receiving aperture in the 
bird head positioning device, wherein the pressing is directed towai-ds the tongue of the bird; 

emitting energy from a non-contact energy source; and 

directing the energy emitted from the non-contact energy source at the second major 
surface of the bird head positioning device, wherein the energy is incident on the lower beak 
exposed proximate the second major side of the bird head positioning device while pressing 
inward on the throat of the bird. 

2. (Original) A method according to claim 1 , wherein the pressing is perfonned while the 
bird head is positioned in the bird head positioning device. 

3 . (Original) A method according to claim 1 , wherein tlie pressing is performed after the 
bird head is positioned in the bird head positioning device. 

4. (Original) A method according to claim 1 , further comprising adjusting a force used to 
perform the pressing. 
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5. (Origjijal) A method according to claim 1 , further comprising limiting a force used to 
perform the pressing 

6. (Canceled) 

7. (Canceled) 

8. (Previously presented) A method according to claim 1 , wherein the tongue control 
protrxision extends into the beak receiving aperture. 

9. (Original) A method according to claim 8, further comprising adjusting a distance by 
which the tongue control protrusion extends into the beak receiving aperture. 

10. (Original) A method according to claim 8, wherein the tongue control protrusion extends 
into the beak receiving aperture by a fixed distance. 

1 1 . (Previously Presented) An apparatus for treating the lower beak of a bird, the apparatus 
comprising: 

a bird head positioning device comprising first and second major sides and a beak 
receiving aperture fanned through tlie first and second major sides, the bird head positioning 
device adapted to position the head of a bird proximate the first major side, wherein at least a 
portion of the lower beak of die bird head protrudes through tlie beak receiving aperture and is 
exposed proximate the second major side of the bird head positioning device; 

a non-contact energy source emitting energy; 

an energy director directing energy from the non-contact energy source, wherein energy 
emitted from the non-contact, energy source is incident on at least a portion of the lower beak 
exposed proximate the second major side of the bird head positioning device; and 
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a tongue control protrusion protrading froixi a surface defining the beak receiving 
aperture in the bird head positioning device, wherein the tongue control protrusion presses into 
the throat of the biid proximate the lower beak when the lower beak of the bird head protrudes 
througli the beak receiving aperture. 

12. (Original) An apparatus according to claim 1 1 , wherein the tongue control protrusion is 
fixedly mounted relative to the beak receiving aperture of the bird head positioning device. 

13. (Original) An apparatus according to claim 1 1, wherein the tongue control protrusion is 
movably mounted relative to the bird bead positioning device, wherein the position of the tongue 
control protrusion relative to the beak receiving aperture is adjustable when the lower beak of the 
bird head protrudes through the beak receiving aperture. 

14. (Oiiginal) An apparatus according to claim 1 1 , fiuther comprising a resilient member 
biasing the tongue control protrusion into a position in which tlie tongue conUol proh usion 
presses into the throat of the bird proximate the lower beak when the lower beak of the bird head 
protrudes through the beak receiving aperture. 

1 5 . (Previously Presented) An apparatus for treating the beak of a bird, the apparatus 
comprising: 

a bird head positioning device adapted to position the head of a bird such that at least a 
portion of the beak of the bird protrudes from a beak receiving aperture of the bird head 
positioning device; 

a non-contact energy source emitting energy; 

an energy director dkecting energy from the non-contact energy source at tlie portion of 
the beak protrading from the beak receiving aperture; and 

a tongue control protrusion protruding from a surface defining the beak receiving 
aperture, wherein the tongue control protrusion is located within the beak receiving aperture 
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such that the tongue control protrusion presses into the throat of the bird proximate a lower beak 
of the bird. 

16. (Qiiginal) An apparatus according to claim 15, wherein tlie tongue control protrusion is 
fixedly mounted within the beak receiving aperture. 

17. (Original) An apparatus according to claim 16, wherein the tongue control protrusion is 
movably mounted within the beak receiving aperture, wherein a distance by which the tongue 
control protrusion extends into the beak receiving aperture is adjustable. 

1 8. (Original) An apparatus according to claim 1 5, further comprising a resilient member 
biasing the tongue control protrusion into the beak receiving aperture. 

19. (Previously Presented) An apparatus for treating the lower beak of a bird, the apparatus 
comprising: 

a bird head positioning device comprising first and second major sides and a beak 
receiving aperture formed through the first and second major sides, the bird head positioning 
device adapted to position the head of a bird proximate the first major side, wherein at least a 
portion of the lower beak of ttie bird head protrudes through the beak receiving aperture and is 
exposed proximate the second major side of the bird head positioning device; 

a non-contact energy source emitting energy, 

an energy director directing energy from the non-contact energy source, wherein energy 
emitted from the non-contact energy source is incident on at least a portion of the lower beak 
exposed proximate the second major side of the bird head positioning device; and 

a tongue control protrusion extending into the beak receiving aperture, wherein the 
tongue control protrusion is fixedly mounted relative to the beak receiving aperture of the bird 
head positioning device, and wherein the tongue control protrusion presses into the throat of the 
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bird proximate the lower beak when the lower beak of the bird head protnides through the beak 
receiving aperture. 

20. (Previously Presented) An apparatus for treating the beak of a bird, the apparatus 
comprising; 

a bird head positioning device adapted to position the head of a bird such that at least a 
portion of the beak of the bird protrudes from a beak receiving aperture of the bird head 
positioning device; 

a non-contact energy source emitting energy; 

an energy director directing energy from the non-contact energy source at the portion of 
the beak protruding from the beak receiving aperture; and 

a tongue control protrusion extending into the beak receiving aperture, wherein the 
tongue control protrusion is fixedly mounted and located within the beak receiving aperture, and 
wherein the tongue control protrusion presses into the throat of the bird proximate a lower beak 
of the biid- 

2 1 ^ (Previously Presented) A method of treating the lower beak of a bird, the method 
comprising: 

positioning a bird head in a bird head positioning device, wherein the bird head 
positioning device comprises first and second jnajor sides, and a beak receiving aperture formed 
through the first and second major sides of the bird head positioning device, wherein at least a 
portion of the lower beak of the bird head protrudes through tlie beak receiving aperture and is 
exposed proximate the second major side of the bird head positioning device; 

pressing inward on the throat of the bird proximate the base of the lower beak using a 
tongue control protrusion fixedly mounted within the beak receiving aperture, wherein the 
pressing is directed towards tlie tongue of the bird; 

emitting energy from a non-contact energy source; and 
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directing the energy emitted from the non-contact energy source at the second major 
surface of the bird head positioning device, wherein the energy is incident on the lower beak 
exposed proximate the second major side of the bird head positioning device while pressing 
inward on the throat of the bird. 

22. (Previously Presented) An apparatus for treating the lower beak of a bird, the apparatus 
comprising: 

a bird head positioning device comprising first and second major sides and a beak 
receiving aperture formed through the first and second major sides, the bird head positioning 
device adapted to position the head of a bird proximate the first major side, wherein at least a 
portion of the lower beak of the bird head protrudes through the beak receiving aperture and is 
exposed proximate the second major side of tlie bird head positioning device; 

a non-contact energy source emitting energy; 

an energy director directing energy firom the non-contact energy source, wherein energy 
emitted firom the non-contact energy source is incident on at least a portion of the lower beak 

exposed proximate the second major side of the bird head positioning device; 

a tongue control protrusion located proximate the bird head positioning device, wherein 
the tongue control protrusion presses into the throat of the bird proximate the lower beak when 
the lower beak of the bird head protrudes tlirough the beak receiving apertm e; and 

a resilient member biasing the tongue control protrusion into a position in which the 
tongue control protrusion presses into the throat of the bird. 

23. (Previously Presented) An apparatus for treating the beak of a bird, the apparatus 
comprising: 

a bird head positioning device adapted to position the head of a bird such that at least a 
portion of the beak of the bird protrudes firom a beak receiving aperture of the bird head 
positioning device; 

a non-contact energy source emitting eneigy; 


PAGE 9/18 ' RCVD AT 10/1712007 3:17:46 PM [Eastern Daylight Tm^^ 


10/17/2007 14:14 FAl 612305122S MUETING RAASCH GEBHARDT 


Amendment & Response 

Serial No,: 10/702,369 
Conjfimiation No.: 8480 
Filed: 6 November 2003 

For: BEAK TREATMENT WITH TONGUE PROTECTION 

an energy director directing energy from the non-contact energy source at the portion of 
the beak protruding from the beak receiving aperture; 

a tongue control protrusion extending into the beak receiving aperture, wherein the 
tongue control protrusion is located within the beak receiving aperture such that the tongue 
control protrusion presses into the throat of the bird proximate a lower beak of the bird; and 

a resilient meiTiber biasing the tongue control protrusion into tlie beak receiving apert^we. 

24. (Previously presented) A method according to claim I, wherein the surface defining the 
beak receiving aperture extends between the first and second major sides of the bird head 
positioning device. 

25. (Previously presented) An apparatus according to claim 1 1 , wherein the surface defining 
the beak receiving aperture extends between the first and second major sides of the bird head 
positioning device, 

26. (Previously presented) A method of treating the lower beak of a bird, the method 
comprising: 

positioning a bird head in a bird head positiojiing device, wherein the bird head . 
positioning device comprises first and second major sides, and a beak receiving aperture formed 
througli the first and second major sides of the bird head positioning device, wherein at least a 
portion of the lower beak of the bird head protrudes througji the beak receiving aperture and is 
exposed proximate the second major side of the bird head positioning device; 

pressing inward on the throat of the bird proximate the base of the lower beak using a 
fixed tongue control protrusion protruding directly from a surface defining the beak receiving 
aperture in the bird head positioning device, wherein tlie position of tlie tongue control 
protrusion is fixed such that the tongue control protrusion remains stationary relative to the beak 
receiving aperture; 

emitting energy from a non-contact energy source; and 
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directing the energy emitted from the lion-contact energy source at the second major 
surface of the bird head positioning device, wherein the energy is incident on the lower beak 
exposed proximate the second major side of the bird head positioning device while the tongue 
control protrusion presses inward on the throat of the bird. 

27. (Previously presented) An apparatus for treating the lower beak of a bird, the apparatus 
comprising: 

a bird head positioning device comprising first and second major sides and a beak 
receiving aperture formed through the first and second major sides, the bird head positioning 
device adapted to position the head of a bird proximate the first major side, wherein at least a 
portion of the lower bealc of the bird head protrudes through the beak receiving aperture and is 
exposed proximate the second major side of the bird head positioning device; 

a non-contact energy source emitting energy; 

an energy director directing energy from the non-contact energy source, wherein energy 
emitted from the non-contact energy source is incident on at least a portion of the lower beak 
exposed proximate the second major side of the bird head positioning device; and 

a tongue control protrusion protruding directly fixjm a surface defining the beak receiving 
aperture in the bird head positioning device, wherein the tongue control protrusion presses into 
the throat of the bird proximate the lower beak when the lower beak of the bird head protrudes 
through the beak receiving aperture. 

28. (New) A method according to claim 1, wherein: 

the beak receiving aperture formed throu^ the first and second major sides of the bird 
head positioning device comprises a first opening in the first major side of the bird head 
positjoning device and a second opening in the second major side of the bird head positioning 
device; and wherein the surface defining the beak receiving aperture extends firom the first 
opening in the first major side to the second opening in the second major side of the bird head 
positioning device, wherein the surface faces the beak receiving aperture and extends around a 
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perimeter of the beak receiving aperture between the first major side and the second major side, 
and wherein the lower beak of the bird head protrudes tlirough the second opening in the second 
major side of the bird head positioning device; 

and wherein the tongue control protrusion pressing inward on the tliroat of the bird 
proximate the base of the lower beak is a fixed tongue control protrusion that protrudes into the 
beak receiving aperture directly from the surface that defines tlie beak receiving aperture in the 
bird head positioning device, and wherein the position of the tongue control protrusion is fixed 
such that the tongue control protrusion remains stationary relative to the surface that defines the 
beak receiving aperture. 

29. (New) An apparatus according to claim 1 1, wherein: 

the beak receiving aperture formed through the first and second major sides of the bird 
head positioning device comprises a first opening in the first major side of the bird head 
positioning device and a second opening in the second major side of tlie bird head positioning 
device; and wherein the surface defining the beak receiving aperture extends from the first 
opening in tlie fust major side to the second opening in the second major side of the bird head 
positioning device, wherein the surface faces the beak receiving aperture and extends around a 
peiimetcr of the beak receiving aperture between the first major side and the second major side, 
and wherein the lower beak of the bird head protrudes througli the second opening in the second 
major side of the bird head positioning device; 

and wherein the tongue control protrusion is a fixed tongue control protrusion that 
protrudes into the beak receiving aperture directly from flic surface that defines the beak 
receiving aperture in the bird head positioning device, wherein the position of the fixed tongue 
control protrusion is fixed such that the tongue control protrusion remains stationary relative to 
the surface that defines the beak receiving aperture. 
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